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For immediate release

MEDIA RELEASE

SSTI PARTNERS LEE KUAN YEW SCHOOL OF PUBLIC POLICY TO BUILD LEADERSHIP CAPABILITY IN NPOS

NCSS Member VWOs can receive 80% subsidy from VWOs-Charities Capability Fund to attend the course
Executive Directors and senior managers of non-profit organisations can now look forward to a dedicated training programme to hone their management skills for the non-profit sector.

The Social Service Training Institute (SSTI), the training arm of the National Council of Social Service (NCSS), is collaborating with the Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy (LKYSPP) of the National University of Singapore (NUS) to build leadership capability in non-profit organisations (NPOs).  The inaugural partnership offers an eight-day leadership and management programme, held over three weeks, for senior management staff of non-profit organisations (NPOs).  

Known as the LKYSPP-SSTI Senior Management Programme for Non-Profits (Advanced), the programme aims to equip non-profit senior management with the crucial skills to run a non-profit organisation.  Participants will be trained in key areas, which include strategic management, stakeholder relationship management, financial management, social marketing and entrepreneurship.  

The NCSS and SSTI have continually placed a huge emphasis on training and development for the social service sector, forging partnerships with many educational institutions such as the NUS, Singapore Management University, Monash University and Flinders University.  
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As of September 2008, 5,838 training places were taken up, registering an 18% jump compared to the same time the previous year.  Clearly, there is an increased belief and commitment among social service professionals on the need to keep themselves relevant and equipped with the necessary skills.

RADM (RET) Kwek Siew Jin, President of NCSS said, “The introduction of this programme is timely as the non-profit sector has in recent times experienced a number of changes, such as the introduction of the Code of Governance, changes in public expectations towards the way charities are run, and the challenging economic downturn and its impact on fund-raising efforts.  In order to meet the demands of these changes, the sector needs to focus even harder on professional development in order to be more efficient and effective.  Executive Heads of NPOs should set an example for their staff and organisations in terms of embracing continuing learning and professional development..”

Dr Alex Mutebi, Faculty Chair of LKYSPP-SSTI Senior Management Programme agreed, “We are pleased to collaborate with SSTI on a leadership programme for the non-profit sector.  The customised training programme will transform the way non-profit leaders think, manage and solve problems in non-profit organisational settings.”
The programme will commence on 9 February 2009.  Senior management staff with at least three years of management experience in NPOs can enrol into the programme at www.ssti.org.sg.  NCSS Member VWOs can apply to NCSS to seek training grants from the VWO-Charities Capability Fund (VCF) which provides successful applicants for the course with a heavy subsidy of 80% (capped at $4,000) for Singapore citizens and Permanent Residents and 60% for foreigners.  The VCF was launched in 2002 to strengthen voluntary welfare organisations capabilities and to improve services in the social service in Singapore (please refer to course details in Annex A).


For media enquiries, please contact：
	Mr Travis Lee

Corporate Communications Manager

Corporate Communications Division

National Council of Social Service

Tel: 6210 2641, HP: 94574350
Email: travis_lee@ncss.gov.sg
	



Issued by: 
Corporate Communications Division




National Council of Social Service

    

6 January 2009

Annex A

LKYSPP-SSTI Senior Management Programme for Non-Profits (Advanced)
This is an 8-day professional programme offered over 3 weeks for Executive Directors and senior management of NPOs with at least 3 years of management experience in non-profit settings.  The LKYSPP-SSTI SMPNP (Advanced) is offered in partnership with Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University of Singapore.

There are 9 modules, divided into 2 themes as follows: 

Governance, Regulatory and Leadership 

· Non-Profit Sector Landscape

· Achieving High-Performance Boards

· Leadership – Non-Profit Stakeholder Relationship Management

· Leadership – Framing and Reframing Organisations

· Strategic Management

Non-Profit Management 
· Social Entrepreneurship

· Financial Management and Analysis

· Performance Management

· Social Marketing – Making a Case in Social Change

	Application Opens
	6 January 2009

	Application Closes
	19 January 2009

	Programme Enrolment Size
	25 pax

	Programme Fees

(before GST)
	$6,500 (before VCF subsidy^)

For the first 20 participants who registered, programme fees will be $4,800 after SSTI subsidy
 

	
	$2,500 (after VCF subsidy^)

For the first 20 participants who registered, programme fees will be $800 after SSTI subsidy


^ VCF subsidy is eligible only for NCSS VWO members







