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WINNING IDEAS FROM LOCAL AND OVERSEAS YOUTHS TO SUSTAIN VWOS IN AIESEC NTU – SSTI INTERNATIONAL ESSAY WRITING COMPETITION

Winner of the AIESEC NTU – SSTI International Online Essay Writing Competition - Mr Ronald Wong, Law undergraduate from the National University of Singapore; First runner-up - Mr Samuel Lim, a student from Raffles Junior College; Second runner-up - Ms Karry Lai is currently based in Canada

Three winning entries of the AIESEC NTU – SSTI International Online Essay Writing Competition has been picked for their refreshing and innovative ideas to sustain Non-Profit / Voluntary Welfare Organisations where many organizations face challenges such as lack of financial and manpower resources that threaten their existence.  The winners will receive their prizes from RADM (RET) Kwek Siew Jin, President of the National Council of Social Service (NCSS), at the NCSS Annual Conference 2008 on 13 November 2008.  

Advocating the adoption of the Social Enterprise model to attract resources for sustainability, and seeking Social Venture Funds from philanthropists were some ideas proposed by Mr Ronald Wong, the winner of the essay AIESEC NTU – SSTI International Online Essay Writing Competition.  Mr Wong is currently pursing his Law Degree from the National University of Singapore. Having volunteered at Methodist Welfare Services, Children’s Cancer Foundation and aLife, Mr Wong is keenly aware of the issues faced by the social service sector. He said, “I feel that in today's context, where even 'charity' is subject to the forces of capitalism, social enterprises are the way forward in terms of social development.  When the heart of social development is conflated with the skills of enterprise, there is the possibility of expanding social benefits onto an even wider range of beneficiaries through a wider range of ways. Hence, I feel strongly about this issue of sustainable development.”   

The first runner-up of the competition, Mr Samuel Lim, a student from Raffles Junior College, focused his essay on improving volunteer participation among Non-Profit / Voluntary Welfare Organisations and increasing the amount of donations received through improving public credibility and donor attachment programmes, whereby the donor would play an active role in deciding the usage of the money received by the organizations.  Mr Lim who had previously volunteered at ECO Singapore said that the experience allowed him to gain a better understanding of the challenges that face Non-Profit / Voluntary Welfare Organisations.  

Ms Karry Lai, the second runner-up of the competition, is currently based in Canada and has eight years of experience working as a volunteer with Non-Profits Organisations in the areas of environment, health, and multiculturalism.  Her winning essay touched on three key areas that organisations should focus on for survival - organisational development, human resource and communications.  Ms Lai also suggested utilising online tools for areas such as donor and membership management, fundraising, volunteer recruitment, and web discussion forums to reach out to a wider audience and increase participation. 

Ms Ang Bee Lian, Chief Executive Officer of NCSS, in commending the entries submitted for the competition, said, “I am pleased that the essays have shown an indepth knowledge of the social service sector.  Many of their essays have refreshing and practical ideas in sustaining the operations for Voluntary Welfare Organisations.  NCSS and SSTI will further explore the possibility of implementing some of the ideas that were proposed in the entries.”  

AIESEC NTU-SSTI International Online Essay Writing Competition 

In conjunction with the 50th Anniversary of Structured Social Service in Singapore, the Social Service Training Institute (SSTI), the training academy of NCSS, partnered AIESEC, an international student body for youths, for the organization of the AIESEC NTU – SSTI International Online Essay Writing Competition.  The three winning essays are available on the web: www.ssti.org.sg and www.aiesec.org/singapore 

The online competition is targeted local and overseas youths aged 17 to 25 years old, and invited essays on the essay topic, “How Can Non-Profit / Voluntary Welfare Organisations Attract Sufficient Resources For Sustainability?” from 1 April to 31 July this year.  The competition attracted 84 submissions, of which overseas entries constituted half of the total online essays received, coming from international students in countries such as Palestine, France, China and Korea.  

The panel of judges included experienced leaders in the social service sector and professionals from the private sector such as Ms Denise Phua, President, Autism Resource Centre (Singapore), Ms Sandra Berrick, President, Asian Women's Welfare Association, Ms Morene Sim, Executive Director, Students Care Service, Dr Balbir Singh, Founding Chairman, Down Syndrome Association (Singapore), Dr Lee Yee Hui, Assistant Professor of School of Electrical & Electronic Engineering, Division of Communication Engineering and Ms Tara Kimbrell Cole, Managing Director, Synovations Pte Ltd. 
NCSS Annual Conference 2008 

The annual NCSS Members Conference is a platform to engage NCSS members to jointly review progress of major social service initiatives, and exchange views on current and new initiatives of NCSS.  It also aims to provide new solutions to meet the organizational needs of VWOs.  

In conjunction the celebration of 50 years of structured social service in Singapore, NCSS has invite partners from sectors such as the Arts and Heritage, Health, Education, Sports, and Community, and has renamed this year’s Conference to NCSS Annual Conference 2008. 

For media enquiries and interviews with candidates, please contact: 

Ms Jacqueline Tan 

Corporate Communications Manager 

Corporate Communications Division

National Council of Social Service

HP: 9797 6534; DID: 6210 2639 

Email: jacqueline_tan@ncss.gov.sg

Issued by:
Corporate Communications Division



National Council of Social Service



12 November 2008 

�












