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MEDIA RELEASE

NEW INITIATIVES FOR SOCIAL SERVICES IN SINGAPORE
November 13, 2008 – Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for Community Development, Youth and Sports, announced new initiatives in the pipeline for social services in Singapore at the NCSS Annual Conference held at the Orchard Hotel.

In the coming year, the new social service initiatives which would be progressively rolled out, includes the launch of the Social Service Hub@Tiong Bahru – a shared service office among seven VWOs at Tiong Bahru Plaza.  The hub would also include the start of operations of the Special Needs Trust Company (SNTC) to provide affordable trust services to enhance the financial security and well being of persons with special needs.  

Social service professionals who attended the annual conference welcome the encouraging endorsement from the Minister on the sector’s progress and development.  More than 500 attended the conference this year which included for the first time, participants from the Arts and Heritage, Health, Education, Sports and Community sectors.  Held once every year, the conference is a platform for social service professionals to review the past year’s progress and exchanged views on current and new initiatives with the NCSS.  

Keynote speaker Mr Ong Keng Yong, Director of the Institute of Policy Studies, Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy and Ambassador at Large, shared that the mission and purpose of social services in Singapore, together with a good governance system in place and a local culture of graciousness, ie. what he referred to as the Triangle of Virtue, could be a useful contribution to the development and evolution of the caring and sharing community which the ASEAN leadership has envisioned for the region.   

Awards were also given out at the conference to social service professionals and students.  These were for the VWO-Charities Capability Fund (VCF) Scholarship, NCSS Youths Embrace Social Services (YES2) and the SSTI-AIESEC Internal Essay Writing Competition.

Since the VCF Scholarship was launched in 2002, 40 individuals have already been awarded with the scholarship.  On Thursday, 11 more joined their ranks, of which four received the award to pursue in the study of Social Work, two in the study of Psychology, another two in the study of Speech and Language Pathology, while the rest received an award each for the study of Occupational Therapy, Art Therapy and Counselling respectively.  The VCF Scholarship offers both local and overseas scholarships for various studies such as social work, counselling and physio, occupational and speech therapy among other related professions.  Upon graduation, these scholars will serve in VWOs.
Serangoon Junior College and the high school and college sections of Hwa Chong Institution emerged as the top winners for the NCSS Youths Embrace Social Services (YES2).  The three teams along with eight others received the NCSS YES2 awards from RADM (RET) Kwek Siew Jin at the conference for their outstanding social service projects such as the innovative tuition classes for children from low-income families and fund-raising efforts resulting in $14,500 for Andrew and Grace Home. 

RADM (RET) Kwek Siew Jin, President of the National Council of Social Service (NCSS) said, “The different awards that NCSS has given out today shows that there is a great awareness of the needs of the social service sector here in Singapore.  Even the young are responding creatively and taking the initiative in doing their part to help the less fortunate in society.  This augurs well for the future of social services in Singapore.”

RADM (RET) Kwek also launched the new School Social Work guidebook, a Centre of Specialisation project by the Students Care Service.  The VWO is one of the seven Centres of Specialisation appointed by NCSS earlier in July this year to share their accumulated knowledge and expertise with other VWOs, to raise service delivery standards and adoption of best practices in the sector as a whole. 
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